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with the g 
hath propoſed for his Imitation, as 
3 in him to imagine 
hath come up to its. Beauties, 


in its $ 


reat Original the Auther 


a b reif rthis Effay be not as Perfect 

tr Cure, or 127 in its 
Numbers; as Beautiful in its Epi · . 
ſodes, or happy in its Allufions; as 
Choice in its Epithets, or Finiſhed i in 


its Periods, as a Compoſition, where- 


in all thoſe charming Embelliſhments ' 
are as exquiſitely imagined, as di- 


vinely expreſſed: Nevertheleſs, as 
Rhime is no more .a Part of Senſe 


or Poem, than a gilded Frame is o 


Picture; ſo whatever Faults are 
found in this Piece, it is hoped the 
Want of That will never be reckon- 
ed among them. Becauſe, as among, 
good Painters, the Beauty of a Per- 


formance conſiſts in an Eaactneſs of | f 
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But then, had it wanted this Plea; 
there is Another which ought more 


| certainly to recommend it to Pa- ö 


vour ; | mean, the Amiableneſs of 
the Subject, as it is wrote in Ho- 


nour of Virtue, and One who was 


not only a virtuous Perſon her ſelf, 


but the greateſt Encourager of it in 
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all good Men, and ere of 8 0 
Age She d in? rt. 


Indeed if we confider hs Wri- 
tings of our modern Poets, they al. 
moſt all of them ſeem to forget the _ 
End and Deſign of Verſe. For long 
after Poetry was firſt invented, there 
was hardly any Man preſuined fo 
employ it otherwiſe than for the 
Service of GOD, or, which is next 
to it, to give VIRTUE its 255 
Praiſe, 


Ih bus to raiſe the Idea's of a fu- 
ture dtate, and paint the Lovelineſls 
. of 


of Ln to Sid 


with Gratitude for what 8 


by the Permiſſion of the 8 1 


inſtruct them to praiſe the Author 


of ſo much Good z and laſt of all, 
to ſhew us what is truly Great and 
| Honourable in Man, and how much 


he is above the reſt of his, Fellow 


Creatures, who acts up to the Di- 
Rates of his Conſcience; are Themes 


fit for Angels, and the Tongues of 
thoſe Men who would ſpeak like 
them, and (as they always reſect 


back again the Luſtre they receive) 
Themes that deſerve all the Beauties 


which Verſe can give them. And 


in this Condition Poetry flouriſhed 


among the ** 
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charming ART was practi 


Way, and even Men of Senſe forgot 
themſelves, proſtituted to every 


deavours uſed by its means to give 


Vice an amiable eee in 1 | 


Eyes of Mankind. 


Here nevertheleſs; damn Poetry : 


was thus ſhamefully perverted, ſtill 
if we examine the ancient Greek and 


Latin Poets, we ſhall find no Re- 
courſe had to that falſe Ornament 


of Rhime, which hath been ſo much 
practiſed by the Moderns in other 


Languages. Indeed if we trace up 


our own Engliſh Poetry to its Origi- 


nal, we ſhall perceive that Rhime 
began with it; and hence thoſe 
Poets who after wards excelled in 
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our 1 8 have been conflrain- 
ed to follow the Example of, their 
Predeceflors, merely thro} the Influ- 
ence, of Cuſtom, and the Novelty of 
Blank Verſe, wg the Beauties. of 


which the generality of Readers 
(before Milton and Philips a ppeared). 
were ſo little acquainted, that hey | 


hardly knew what i it was. 


However, 3: can ' but think the 
Authors in Rhime were, in ſome 


Method of the Ancients, and intro- 


- duced aTinkling of Sounds to pleaſe 


the Ear, inſtead of the true Sublime; 


which is to ſatisfie the judgment with 


the Harmony of Words, the Juſtneſs 


of Thought, and the Delicaey of 
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_ Meaſure, ſenſible of their own In- 
ſufficiency, when they forſook. the 


thus ſcurvily, büt at laff wh 120 ; 
Tongue it ſelf wus alſo vitiated after 


the fame Manner, in the Times 


Ignorance and Saperſtition, under | 
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with Rhime, and improving tf 
Meaſures of the Ancients. | It were 
needleſs to tranſcribe . of 
this infipid Kind of Poetry. 25 
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ec cients both in Poetry, and atk. 


9 £0900 Oratory. This Neglect then 

© of Rhime, ſo. little is to 15 taken 
A ſpr a Defect (tho' it may ſeem fo. 
< perhaps to vulgar Readers) that it 


ce rather is to be efteemed an Exam-_ | 
q ple ſet, the firſt in Eugliſb, of an- 


c cient Liberty recovered to Heroie 


q Poem, from the troubleſome. and = 
modern Bondage of Rhiming. 3 


Mr. Marvel concludes his commen: 
datory Verſes before Paradiſe loſt v with | | 


theſe four admirable Lines: 


Ttco, tranſported by the Mode, offend, 
| And while I meant to praiſe thas; muſt commend, 
Thy Verſe, created like thy Theme, ſublime 


In Number, Weight, and Meaſure, needs not Rhime. | 


Here he very artfully ſhews the In- 
conveniences of Rhime, and tells us, 
that he deſigned to praiſe Mr. Milton, 
but now can do no more than com- | 


mend * becauſe he is tied down 
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mere 
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by the Nhime, 75 bu t 25 worſt of 
theſe twoWords will 7 to uu. 


Hence, and from the en 


: Compoſitions of the late Mr. Philips, | 
it appears that our Language is ca- 


pable of pleafing without the bar- 
barous Embelliſhment ' of Rhime, 


and that not only in Tragedy and 


Heroic Poetry, but moſt other Kinds ' 
The immortal Miltas 


of Verſe. 
hath given us a very charming 


Proof of this Aﬀertion, in his Circe, 


a beautiful Piece of Doric or Paſto- 


11 Poetry, moſt of it written in 


Blank Verſe, wrought into a Mask; 
and preſented at Ludlow Caſtle. I 
is printed in the Second Volume of 


his Poetical Works. And now I 
am mentioning the only Two. of 


our Nation who hitherto have ex- 
celled in Blank Verſe, it is with 
Pleaſure I can at length add a Third: 


2 Every 
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Every Bodywho h. hath is hisTranf 
lation of the Ancid,, will imagitie 
Mr. Trapp to be the Perſon. And 
indeed, if we omit him, it will 
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be hard to ſay who we muſt. ut 


in to fill up the Triumvirate? 
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But to return. Mr. Dr 


etry, and the Inconveniences © 


Rhime, as any Man living. Nee 
vertheleß, tho' he could give the 
beſt Tofriitions for Writing , he 
was the worſt Obſerver = them 


himſelf. For he doated upon 
Rhime, and was charmed with 


the Tinkling of his Chainz. But, Wil 
| tho' he fancied it thus ſtrongly, BB 


and excelled i in it above other Men ; ; 


yet I Nous not N he * 
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merry Author of the laſt e . = 
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Rhime the Rudder is of Verſes, FF 8 | | We | 3 
With which, like Ships, they ſteer their Curſe, - 1 
Asad thoſe who'write Ris, 1 : —_ 
The one Verſe. for the others fake, i aft 7 1 
For one for Senſe, and one for Nine, N 0 | = | 

ient at a Time. 8 „ 1 


1 think's Jſfi 


So much 1 have thought * to 1 
Penn in Favour of Blank V erſe — | 1 8 
25 oppoſed to Rhine. 


With Regard to my own Per: 
formance I have nothing to add, = 
but what 1 ſhall matte from my 
priate Propoſals. 


This. Poem was wrote immedi. 
ately, upon the Death of her late 
Majeſty, | but net ſo much with' a 
Deſign to publiſh it, as to wear away 
a melancholy Hour. How far it 
hath ſuccegded to the Credit 4 $8 
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Author, muſt (now the firſt Refe 51 A 1 
tion is altered) be left to the World 


it appears in. N 


As for ok it at this Tin} F 
of Day, the Author alledges the 
great Reverence he hath for the 
Memory of ſo illuſtrious a Princeſs, « i 
the little Reſpe& ſome Men wou'd | 
inſinuate ſhe deſerves, and (tho he 
is ſorry to mention this other Reaſon) 
the ſeeming Forgetfulneſs of her real 
Admirers, among whom, as yet, no | 
kind Hand hath undertaken to vin- 
dicate her Merit. Few indeed are 
the Thanks he expects for ſo doing 
but the Church of England never had 
a Friend, to whom, as far as is in 
his Power, he will * do Honour, 
This with Regard to the Memory of 
the Great Good Queen he hath wrote 
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That, 


PRE 


As to the late Appearance of the 


Poem it ſelf, permit him to alledge, | 
ppear too late, if 


That it can never a 
it be Good; That it will infallibly be 


more correct; That Horace bimtele of 


adviſes. his Authors to keep their 


Copies at leaſt Nine Vears by 1 them, 4 


that they mayo often reviſe and correct 
them; and laſtly, That our own 


Country it ſelf is not without à Per- 
ſon of ſome Figure now living, who . 


kept a Performance of his (upon the 


Death of the late Queen Mary) very 
near twice Nine Years by him, be- 


fore he thought fit to ſend it A. 
broad. 


With Regard to -D Whole, b. he 


intreats his Subſcribers not to be- 
diſpleaſed if he ſhed a Tear for 


the Ugerten if he drop a Flow- 


er at the Grave of the Young 5 if 
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To cover up Her poor Remains. To warn 


On Macedonian Philip, Morn by Morn, th * 


So mildly rul'd, Abroad ſuch Battels won; ö * 
She who or waſting War, or friendly Reſt 
Throughout the World 
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